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Amendments to the Claims 

Claims 1-20: Cancelled 

21 . (Currently Amended) A composition useful for removing paint from a non- 
water-soluble surface comprising: 

a) water; 

b) a water-soluble alkoxylated aromatic alcohol containing at least two 

0) cyalkylene moieties per molecule and an aromatic ring moiety in each 
molecule which does not bear any alkyi substituent having more than 4 
atoms; and 

c) a water-soluble base comprised of: 

1) an alkanolamine and 

2) an alkali metal silicate i n an amount of about 0.001 to about 0.1 weight 
pjercent of the composition . 

22. Cancelled. 

23. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 21 wherein the base ic an 
alkanolamine is selected from the group consisting of monoisopropanolamiqe^ 
dimethvlethanolamlne. diethanolamlne, triethanolamine, triisopropanoiaminB. 
monoethanolamine. n-butvl diethanolamine. 2-methvlaminoethanol. n- 
butvlaminoet hanol. diethvlamlnoethanol. 2-amino-2-methvl-1-propanol. phenyl 
diethanolam ine. and diisooropanolamlne . 

24. (Original) The composition of claim 21 wherein said water-soluble alkoxylated 
aromatic alcohol is selected from the group consisting of ethoxylated phenols, 
ethoxylated benzyl alcohols, and mixtures thereof. 

25. (Original) The composition of claim 21 wherein said water-soluble alkoxylated 
aromatic alcohol contains from 2 to 10 oxyethylene moieties per molecule. 

26. (Original) The composition of 21 wherein said composition comprises from 
about 0.5 to about 30 weight percent of said water-soluble alkoxylated aromatic 
alcohol. 
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27. (Original) The composition of claim 21 wherein said water-soluble alkoxylated 
aromatic alcohol Is a mixture of compounds corresponding to the general 
structure 

I I 

Ar^(CH)p-0-(C~C-0),n-H 

'r^ 'r^'r* 

wherein m represents a positive Integer which is from about 3 to about 10 on average, 
each of R*" -R^ independently for each and independently from one to another of the m 
instances of each R^ -R^ in the same molecule, represents either a covatently bonded 
hydrogen atom or a covatently bonded methyl moiety, subject to the proviso that at least 
about 80 number % of the moieties Indicated by the symbols r' -R^ in said mixture 
represent hydrogen atoms. Ar is a substituted or unsubstituted phenyl moiety, subject to 
the proviso that Ar contains no alkyi substrtuent containing more than 2 carbon atoms. 
R* is selected from hydrogen or methyl, and p is 0 or 1. 

28. (Currently Amended) A composition useful for removing paint from a non-water- 
soluble surface comprising: 

a) water; 

b) water-soluble ethoxylated aromatic alcohol selected from the group 
consisting of ethoxylated phenols, ethoxylated benzyl alcohols, and 
mixtures thereof, wherein said ethoxylated aromatic alcohol contains an 
aromatic ring moiety and an average of from about 3 to about 1 0 
oxyethylene moieties per molecule, but does not contain any alkyI 
substituent on said aromatic ring moiety having more than 2 carbons; and 

c) water-soluble alkanolamlne In an amount sufficient to provide a pH of 8- 
14. 

29. (Original) The composition of claim 28 wherein said composition Is additionally 
comprised of alkali metal silicate. 
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30. (Original) The composition of claim 28 wherein said composition is comprised of 
from about 10 to about 20 weight percent water-soluble alkanolamine. 

31. (Original) The composition of claim 28 wherein water-soluble ethoxylated 
aromatic alcohol and water-soluble alkanolamine are present in said 
composition at a ratio by weight of from about 2:1 to about 30:1 . 

32. (Original) A composition useful for removing paint from a non-water-soluble 
surface comprising: 

a) water; 

b) from about 1 ,0 to about 20 weight percent of water-soluble alkoxylated 
aromatic alcohol selected from the group consisting of ethoxylated 
unsubstituted phenols, ethoxylated unsubstituted benzyl alcohols, and 
mixtures thereof, wherein said ethoxylated aromatic alcohol contains an 
average of from about 3 to about 10 oxyethylene moieties per molecule; 

c) from about 0.1 to about 2 weight percent of water-soluble alkanolamine; 
wherein (b) and (c) are present In said composition in a weight ratio of from 
about 4:1 to about 20:1 . 

33. (Original) The composition of claim 32 wherein said composition is additionally 
comprised of at least one additional component selected from the group 
consisting of surfactants, solvents, chelating agents, and corrosion inhibitors. 

34. (Original) The composition of claim 32 wherein said composition is additionally 
comprised of from about 0.001 to about 0.1 weight percent alkali metal silicate. 

35. (New) The composition of claim 21 wherein the composition has a pH of 9.5- 
11.5. 

36. (New) The composition of claim 27 wherein p is 1 . 

37. (New) A composition useful for removing paint from a non-water-soluble surface 
comprising: 

a) water; 

b) a water-soluble alkoxylated aromatic alcohol containing an average of from 
about 3 to about 10 oxyalkylene moieties per molecule and an aromatic ring 
moiety in each molecule which does not bear any alkyi substituent having 
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more than 4 atoms; and 
c) about 1 0 to about 20 weight percent water-soluble alkanolamine. 

38. (New) The composition of claim 37 wherein water-soluble ethoxylated aromatic 
alcohol and water-soluble alkanolamine are present in said composition at a 
ratio by weight of from about 2:1 to about 30:1. 

39. (New) Acomposition useful for removing palntfrom a non-water-soluble surface 
comprising: 

a) waten 

b) a water-soluble alkoxylated ben2yl alcohol containing at least two 
oxyalkylene moieties per molecule and an aromatic ring moiety In each 
molecule which does not bear any alkyi substituent having more than 4 
atoms; and 

c) a water-soluble base comprised of an alkanolamine in an amount sufficient 
to provide a pH of 8-14 

40. (New) The composition of claim 39 wherein water-solubje ethoxylated aromatic 
alcohol and water-soluble alkanolamine are present in said composition at a 
ratio by weight of from about 2:1 to about 30:1. 



5 



PA(£7l10*RCVDAT11/8/20(l41:S4:52 II [Eastim Standard Time]*SVR:USPTa^^^ 



